<META http-equiv expires>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Expiration date of the document. Essentially this will cause a document to be reloaded from the website after the date (even if it is stored in the user's cache). Put a date in the past to disable caching of the document.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Expires" content="date">

	
	Include the date and time that the document is to expire. 


Examples:

	<META HTTP-EQUIV="expires" CONTENT="Wed, 09 Aug 2000 08:21:57 GMT">


The document will expire on August 9, 2000 at 8:21:57.

<META http-equiv ext-cache>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Defines an alternate external cache file for Netscape.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Ext-Cache" content="name=filespec; instructions=text">

	
	filespec defines the name of the file for the external cache and text is some instructions for the user. 


Examples:

	<META HTTP-EQUIV="Ext-cache" 

CONTENT="name=/dir/index.db; instructions=text">


Define the external cache file as specified.

<META http-equiv content-language>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Specifies the language of the document. Robots such as those used by search engines may use this tag to categorize documents by language.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Content-Language" content="lang">

	
	Indicates the language of the document. 


Examples:

	<meta http-equiv="Content-Language" content="en-us">


Sets the languages of the document to the United States dialect of English.

<META http-equiv page-enter>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Specifies the transition effect that is to be performed when the page is loaded.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Page-Enter" content="transition">

	
	Perform the specified transition for the indicated number of seconds. 


Examples:

	<META HTTP-EQUIV="Page-Enter" 

CONTENT="RevealTrans (Duration=4, Transition=23)">


 

<META http-equiv page-exit>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Specifies the transition effect that is to be performed when the page is unloaded.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Page-Exit" content="transition">

	
	Perform the specified transition for the indicated number of seconds. 


Examples:

	<META   HTTP-EQUIV="Page-Exit"


CONTENT = "RevealTrans(Duration=4, Transition=23)">


Perform a random transition effect upon page exit.

<META http-equiv pics-label>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Includes rating information so content filters can do their job. See the following documents for more information about the different PICS (Platform for Internet Content Selection) formats.

	General information
	http://www.w3.org/pics

	RSAC
	http://www.RSAC.org

	Safe Surfing
	http://www.safesurf.com

	WEBURBIA
	http://www.weburbia.com/safe


This is a site level metatag and thus only needs to be included in the default document for the site. You can also override specific pages by including any differences on those pages. For example, if your site is PG except for one document, you would include a PG PICS tag on the home page and the appropriate PICS tag on the exception. You do not need to include the tag on the other pages.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Pics-Label" content="data">

	
	"data" is the appropriate PICS data for the site or page. The exact format is defined by the PICS documents in the table above. 


Examples:

	<meta http-equiv="PICS-Label" content='(PICS-1.1 

   "http://www.rsac.org/ratingsv01.html" l gen false comment 

   "RSACi North America Server" for "http://internet-tips.net" on 

   "2000.03.14T23:37-0800" r (n 0 s 0 v 0 l 0))'>


The Pics-Label for RSAC.

	<meta http-equiv="PICS-Label" content='(PICS-1.1 

   "http://www.classify.org/safesurf/" l r (SS~~000 1))'>


The Pics-Label for SafeSurf.

  

<META http-equiv pragma>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Causes the browsers to not locally cache documents.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Pragma" content="no-cache">

	
	


Examples:

	<META HTTP-EQUIV="Pragma" CONTENT="no-cache">


Do not locally cache pages.

  

<META http-equiv refresh>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Indicates the document displays for a specified amount of time before switching to a new URL. The full absolute URL must be specified.

This is very useful (in fact it is recommended) when you need to move or rename a page on your site. Since search engines make have your page in their index, it is wise to include a redirect page to not lose those visitors.

Be sure and also include a link to the new page to support browsers which do not support this tag.

Both Internet Explorer and Netscape support this feature.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Refresh" content="n;url">

	
	n is the number of seconds to wait before loading the specified URL. 

url is an absolute URL to be loaded. 


Examples:

	<META HTTP-EQUIV="refresh" 

content="1;URL=http://www.lowefamily.us/">


Load the file "http://www.lowefamily.us/" after waiting for one second.

<META http-equiv content-script-type>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Informs the browser which type of scripting language you are using by default.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Content-Script-Type" content="type">

	
	Type indicates the default scripting language within the document. Some common values include the following:

text/javascript

scripting languagae is JavaScript

text/tcl

Use TCL as the scripting language

text/VBscript

Use VBscript




Examples:

	<META HTTP-EQUIV="Content-Script-Type" CONTENT="text/javascript">


Set the scripting language to JavaScript.

<META http-equiv set-cookie>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Sets the name and value for a persistent cookie.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Set-Cookie" content="value=n;expires=date; path=url">

	
	Value is the name of the cookie and n is the value to be set into the cookie. Date is the date and time on which the cookie will be deleted from the users computer. 

If you do not include the expiration date and time, the cookie is considered a session cookie and will be deleted when the user exits the browser.


Examples:

	<META HTTP-EQUIV="Set-Cookie" 

CONTENT="feedme=1;expires=Wednesday, 08-Aug-00 23:59:59 GMT; path=/">


Define the cookie "feedme" and set the value to 1. Expire the cookie on the indicated date.

<META http-equiv site-enter>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Specifies the transition effect that is to be performed when the site is loaded.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Site-Enter" content="transition">

	
	Perform the specified transition for the indicated number of seconds. 


Examples:

	<META HTTP-EQUIV="Site-Enter" 

CONTENT="RevealTrans (Duration=4, Transition=23)">


 

<META http-equiv site-exit>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Specifies the transition effect that is to be performed when the site is unloaded.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Site-Exit" content="transition">

	
	Perform the specified transition for the indicated number of seconds. 


Examples:

	<META   HTTP-EQUIV="Site-Exit"


CONTENT = "RevealTrans(Duration=4, Transition=23)">


Perform a random transition effect upon site exit.

  

<META http-equiv content-style-type>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Informs the browser which type of style sheet you are using by default.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Content-Style-Type" content="type">

	
	Type defines the default style sheets used. May be one of the following.

text/css

Use cascading style sheets




Examples:

	<META HTTP-EQUIV="Content-Style-Type" CONTENT="text/css">


Set the scripting style type to CSS.

<META http-equiv window-target>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Specifies the named window of the current page. In some browsers this will stop the page from appearing within frame.

Attributes:

	<meta http-equiv="Window-Target" content="target">

	
	Specifies the named window of the current page.  May be any valid target. 


Examples:

	<META HTTP-EQUIV="Window-target" CONTENT="_top">


Indicates the page is to begin at the top of the window.

<META name abstract>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Some search engines pick up this description to show with the results of searches. Used as a second description along with the description tag.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Abstract" content="text">

	
	Include your description of the site or page in the "text" field. To maximize your search engine ranking, be sure to use keywords within your description (keywords from the keyword Metatag). 


Examples:

	<meta name="abstract" content="HTML tag reference guide">


The abstract is set to "HTML tag reference guide".

<META name author>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Records the name of the author of the document.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Author" content="name">

	
	Set "name" to the name of the author of the document. Seperate multiple authors with commas. 


Examples:

	<meta name="author" content="Richard G. Lowe, Jr.">


Declare the author of the document as Richard G. Lowe, Jr.

<META name classification>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Many search engines use this tag to determine how to classify your web page. For example, a classification of "Internet" would place your site in a category of "Internet".

Attributes:

	<meta name="Classification" content="text">

	
	Text is the desired classification. 


Examples:

	<meta name="classification" content="Internet">


Classify the content of this site as being about the internet.

<META name copyright>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Used to include copyright information in the document.

Type in the name from any applicable FORM TX or owner name. Use form TX to be sure that you can sue of the copyright is infringed.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Copyright" content="text">

	
	Use "text" to define the copyright owner of the document. 


Examples:

	<meta name="copyright" content="Copyright © 1999-2001 Richard Lowe 

   and Claudia Arevalo-Lowe, All Rights Reserved">


This Metatag indicates that the copyright notice is "Copyright © 1999, 2000 Richard Lowe and Claudia Arevalo-Lowe, All Rights Reserved".

  

<META name description>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Some search engines pick up this description to show with the results of searches.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Description" content="text">

	
	Include your description of the site or page in the "text" field. To maximize your search engine ranking, be sure to use keywords within your description (keywords from the keyword Metatag). 


Examples:

	<meta name="description" content="HTML tag reference guide">


The description is set to "HTML tag reference guide".

<META name distribution>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

This Metatag defines the audience for the document.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Distribution" content="text">

	
	Currently you may include one of the following three values.

Value
Descriptipn
Global

Appropriate for web access.

Local

Web servers will not service a "local" document to the web.

IU

Internal use - Intranets.




Examples:

	<meta name="distribution" content="GLOBAL">


Allow everyone to access the document, internal or external.

  

<META name doc-class>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

This Metatag indicates the working state of document.

Attributes:

	<meta name="doc-class" content="text">

	
	Currently you may include one of the following values. 

Completed
Draft
Living Document
Published 


Examples:

	<meta name="doc-class" content="Completed">


Tells the world that your document is finished.

<META name expires>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Expiration date of the document. Essentially this will cause a document to be reloaded from the website after the date (even if it is stored in the user's cache). Put a date in the past to disable caching of the document.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Expires" content="date">

	
	Include the date and time that the document is to expire. Including a date of "0" will cause the file to not be cached at all. Note that "0" is considered an invalid date - this probably is an error condition. 


Examples:

	<meta name="expires" CONTENT="Wed, 09 Aug 2000 08:21:57 GMT">


The document will expire on August 9, 2000 at 8:21:57.

<META name generator>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Defines the name of the program which created the web document. This is used for reference purposes only and does not affect search engine placement.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Generator" content="text">

	
	Text is the name of the program. This can be any text string. 


Examples:

	<meta name="GENERATOR" content="Microsoft FrontPage 4.0">


This example indicates that the document was created in Microsoft Frontpage 4.0.

<META name googlebot>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Generally you should not need to worry about which pages within your site are indexed by the Google search engine (which uses the Googlebot spider). By default, Google will attempt to spider every page you have on your site.

Occasionally there are valid reasons why you do not want this to occur.  Perhaps you have a slideshow presentation which needs to be viewed from start to finish. It would be awkward for someone to be dumped in the middle of the presentation.

In this case, you can use the ROBOTS metatag to control the behavior of all spiders, and the GOOGLEBOT Metatag to control exactly which pages are indexed by Google.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Googlebot" content="text">

	
	text is one of the following four combinations.

all

Same as index,follow.

index,follow

The default, meaning index the page and follow all links from the page.

noindex, follow

don't index the page but do follow all links from the page.

index,nofollow

index the page, but do not proceed to the links from the page.

noindex,nofollow

do not index the page and do not proceed to links from the page.

none

same as noindex,nofollow.

nosnippet

From Google help: "A snippet is a text excerpt from the returned result page that has all query terms bolded. The excerpt allows users to see the context in which search terms appear on a web page, before clicking on the result. Users are more likely to click on a search result if it has a corresponding snippet." This value of NOSNIPPET removes the text snippet.

noarchive

From Google help: "Google keeps the text of the many documents it crawls available in a cache. This allows an archived, or "cached", version of a web page to be retrieved for your end users if the original page is ever unavailable (due to temporary failure of the page's web server). The cached page appears to users exactly as it looked when Google last crawled it. The cached page also includes a message (at the top of the page) to indicate that it's a cached version of the page." 

"If you want to prevent all robots from archiving content on your site, use the NOARCHIVE meta tag."




Examples:

	<meta name="GOOGLEBOT" content="noindex,nofollow">


Don't index the current page, and do not continue following links from the page.

<META name keywords>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

The purpose of the keywords Metatag is to inform the spider or search engine of the main topics or points of a document. Due to extreme misuse of this Metatag it's relevance in many search engines has been downgraded. Keywords in the tag should also appear within your content, description, title, alt tags and elsewhere within your document to be considered by the search engines.

Here are some good rules of thumbs when using keywords.

· Limit keywords to under 1,000 characters.

· Do not repeat keywords more than 3 times.

· Use plural keywords.

· Don't repeat keywords hundreds of times in the Metatags, alt tags, description and text.

· Include misspellings and different cases.

· Use only the Metatags that make sense for your document.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Keywords" content="text">

	
	"Text" is the list of keywords. You may comma separate or not. Some people claim it is better to do so, and some claim it is not. 


Examples:

	<meta name="keywords" content="HTML, hypertext, markup, language, web, pages">


This tag defines the keywords for the document.

<META name owner>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Defines the owner, usually the name of the owner of a company or perhaps a company name.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Owner" content="text">

	
	Set "text" to the name of the owner. 


Examples:

	<meta name="owner" content="Richard Lowe">


Define the owner to "Richard Lowe".

<META name progid>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

 

Attributes:

	<meta name="ProgId" content="text">

	
	


Examples:

	<meta name="ProgId" content="FrontPage.Editor.Document">


 

<META name progid>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

 

Attributes:

	<meta name="ProgId" content="text">

	
	


Examples:

	<meta name="ProgId" content="FrontPage.Editor.Document">


 

  

<META name rating>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

This Metatag is made slightly obsolete by the PICS tag, but is still useful to put your site into a general classification. This tag has the advantage of being very simple.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Rating" content="text">

	
	Use "text" to indicate the rating of the site. I have roughly compared the ratings to the rating system of movies.

14 Years

PG-13

General

Roughly equivalent to PG

Mature

R rated more or less

Restricted

X rated

Safe For Kids

G




Examples:

	<meta name="rating" content="GENERAL">


Defines a PG site, suitable for all but the youngest audiences.

  

<META name refresh>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Indicates the document displays for a specified amount of time before switching to a new URL. The full absolute URL must be specified.

This is very useful (in fact it is recommended) when you need to move or rename a page on your site. Since search engines make have your page in their index, it is wise to include a redirect page to not lose those visitors.

Be sure and also include a link to the new page to support browsers which do not support this tag.

Both Internet Explorer and Netscape support this feature.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Refresh" content="n;url">

	
	n is the number of seconds to wait before loading the specified URL. 

url is an absolute URL to be loaded. 


Examples:

	<META NAME="refresh" 

content="1;URL=http://www.lowefamily.us/">


Load the file "http://www.lowefamily.us/" after waiting for one second.

  

<META name reply-to>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Reply-to defines a contact email (and optionally name) for the web site or document.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Reply-To" content="text">

	
	Set "text" to the email address of the person to contact about the web page or site. You can include any valid email address. It is recommended that you include an actual name in parenthesis after the email address. 


Examples:

	<meta name="reply-to" content="richardl@friendly.com (Richard Lowe)">


Define the email for comments as "richardl@friendly.com".

<META name resource-type>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Defines the type of document. Only allows one value (document) and it does not seem to be used.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Resource-Type" content="text">

	
	"text" must be set to "document". 


Examples:

	<meta name="resource-type" content="document">


Indicates the web page is a document.

  

<META name revisit-after>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

This was a very important tag as it tells the search engine how often to spider your page. Generally you should set this to between 30 days and one year.

Note: due to abuse by search engine spammers, this particular tag is generally ignored by search engines. It doesn't hurt to include it on your page, but it probably no longer does any good either.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Revisit-After" content="text">

	
	Text is a string such as 45 days which tells the spider how often to visit the page. 


Examples:

	<meta name="revisit-after" content="20 Days">


Revisit the page every 20 days.

  

<META name robots>

	Description
	Attributes
	Examples


Description:

Generally you should not need to worry about which pages within your site are indexed by search engines. Most search engines will attempt to spider every page you have on your site.

Occasionally there are valid reasons why you do not want this to occur.  Perhaps you have a slideshow presentation which needs to be viewed from start to finish. It would be awkward for someone to be dumped in the middle of the presentation.

In this case, you can use the ROBOTS Metatag to control exactly which pages are indexed by search engines.

Unfortunately, this tag is not widely recognized as of yet. Lycos does use the tag, and the Atomz site-specific search engine also honors the tag.

If you need to ensure precise control over what is and is not indexed on your site, use the more widely recognized robots.txt file.

Attributes:

	<meta name="Robots" content="text">

	
	text is one of the following four combinations.

all

Same as index,follow.

index,follow

The default, meaning index the page and follow all links from the page.

noindex, follow

don't index the page but do follow all links from the page.

index,nofollow

index the page, but do not proceed to the links from the page.

noindex,nofollow

do not index the page and do not proceed to links from the page.

none

same as noindex,nofollow.

noimageindex

Altavista only. Prevents the images on the page from being indexed, but the text on the page can still be indexed. May be included index, noindex, follow and nofollow.




Examples:

	<meta name="ROBOTS" content="noindex,nofollow">


Don't index the current page, and do not continue following links from the page.

